Impact of cytomegalovirus infection on long-term survival after orthotopic liver transplantation.
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) is one of the most common and serious opportunistic infections in solid organ transplant patients. In different series the incidence of CMV infection ranges from 25% to 85%. An indirect effect of infection includes reduced long-term patient and allograft survival. Our objective was to determine the relationship between CMV infection and patient survival after orthotopic liver transplantation. From January 1999 to December 2001, 163 orthotopic liver transplantations were performed in 154 patients. The inclusion criteria for this analysis were the absence of retransplantation and survival of more than 6 months. One hundred fifteen patients met the inclusion criteria. CMV infection was detected by positive antigenemia. CMV infection occurred in 65.8% of patients after orthotopic liver transplantation. Their 5-year survival was 85%, with no difference observed between patients with or without infection (P = .8). CMV infection did not interfere with patient survival after orthotopic liver transplantation.